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Bic CoaL, Bic ToBacco & Doctors BEHIND SMEAR CAMPAIGN

Benjamin Campaign Turns Ugly

kirting cam-

paign finance
laws and hiding
behind a series of
fake front groups
big coal, big to-
bacco and doctors
are financing a
massive campaign
to oust Warren
McGraw from the
Supreme Court.

It started during the primary
dection.

Bigmoney from out-of-State
financed adsand mailingstovot-
ersfilledwithliesabout labor’'s
endorsed candidate Supreme
Court JusticeWarrenMcGraw.

Now, with the general elec-
tioninfull svingmoremoney and
moreliesarebeing used to de-
ceivevotersinan attempt to buy
control of thesupremecourt.

“Thesupportersof Brent Ben
jamin,and Benjaminhimsdf, are
using the deaziest tactics I’ ve
ever seen,” sadRoy Smith, Sec-
retary-Treesurer of theWV State
Building Trades

They areattacking McGraw
with acasethat was beforethe
court with McGraw as one of
fivejudges. The casewasabout
a probation violation but was
twisted to look like McGraw
supportschildmolesters.

Nothing couldbefurther from
thetruth.

But thetruth might not matter
giventhemillionsof dollarsbeing
poured into the Benjamin cam-

peign -

Theamount of finenangforthe
assault is unclear, but what is
known points to doctors, big
cod, and bigtobacco companies.

Onegroup callsthemselves
“And For the Sakeof theKids”
They werecreatedin August of
2004 by Carl Hubbard, owner
of Heritage Equipment Company
and Danid McGraw, adoctor in
Wood County.

Thegroup hasrefusedtoiden
tify its backers or how much
money itispouringintothecam-
peign. |

Heritage EqQuipment, Inc, sar-
vicesthecod industry. Hubbard

is on record
supporting
overweight
trucksa theleg-
idature.
President of
Heritage Equip-
ment is Gary
Kae Kaeand
coal baron
Buck Harless
show up to-
gether on the
Secretary of
Sateslidingfor
Snap Creek
Mining, Inc.
Daniel
McGraw, no
relationtoWar-

renMcGraw, IS | EYTING THE PUBLIC know who Brent Benjamin really is. The large

a doctor in
Parkersburg.

rat is a prop donated by Sheet Metal Workers Local 33, in front are
IBEW members Jim Frail (left) and Tom Moreman, in the rat costume

Many doctors js L aborers’ District Council representative Tim Millne who organized

have been
fooledby thein-
uranceindudry, and cod andto-
bacco companies to blame the
Supreme Court for rising mal-
practiceinsurancerates.

DonBlankenship, of thencto-
riousMassey Energy Corpora
tionisone of theleaders of the
fund raising effort to defeat
McGraw. Infundraisngletters
Blankenship promiseslower auto,
homeownersand md practicein-
surance rates if Benjamin is
elected.

During the primary a group
calling themselves “Citizens
Agang LavalitAbusg’ (CALA)

sentoutsmilar mailings Despite
thename, thegroupisfunded pri-
maxily by major tobacco compa:
niesaccordingto areport by the
watchdog group Public Citizen
publishedin2000.

“Thisreport unmasksfunding
by sdf-servingmega-corporaions
that secretly spawned anational
network of fake citizensorgani-
zations” said PublicCitizenPres-
dent Jane Claybrook.

The report is caled “THE
CALA FILES: Secret Campaign
by Big Tobacco and Other Ma-
jor Indudtriesto TekeAway Y our

Bic CompPaNIES PAY LITTLE OR

the event in front of Benjamin’s Charleston office in early October.

Rights”
Together these groups will
goendmillionsandmay never dis
dosewhoisbehindthemor how
muchthey spend.
Usingaloopholeincampaign
financelaw they claimtheir ads
donot cal for thedectionor de-
feat of acandidate, just provide
information.
“Theseadsprovidelies, not
information,” said Smith. “Who
paysforthemandhow muchthey
gpendiskept asecret becauseif
youknewitwashigcod andbig
tobaccoit wouldn’t work.”

No TAXEs

Corporate Taxes Cut Since 2001

Many of the larg-
est and most
profitable corpora-
tions are paying little
or no federal income
taxes, and most are
paying much less
than they did four
years ago.
Thesefactscomefromastudy
released on September 22 by
Citizensfor Tax Justice(CTJ) and
thelngtitute on Taxation and Eco-

nomic Policy (ITEP), both
Washington DC based public
interest groups.

The study looked at federal
income tax payments of 275
major corporationsfrom 2001
to 2003.

Althoughthesecompaniesare
supposed to pay 35 percent of
their profits in taxes, the 275
companiessurveyed paid only
17 percent in 2003.

That wasdownfrom21.4 per-

centin 2001.

“Thesharpincreasein the
number of tax-avoiding com-
paniesreflectstheresultsof ag-
gressive corporate lobbying
and aWhite House and Con-
gresseager todothelobbyists
bidding,” said Robert S.
Mclntyre, director of CTJand
co-author of thereport.

Thestudy’ scentra findings
indude

Continued on p. 4
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Bricklayer Apprentices Compete

“When Labor and Manage-
ment work together, likethey do
on these training programs, we
producethebest quality product
for thebest possibleprice.”

B ricklayer ap-
prentices from
across the state
came together to
compete in two lo-
cations during Oc-
tober.

Thecompetitionhighlightedthe
skillsbricklayer apprenticeslearn
both onthejob andintheclass-
roomaccordingto Apprenticeship
Coordinator JoeDaton.

Apprenticesfromthesouthern
part of the state met on Saturday,
October 2 in Putnam County at
theVoc-Techschodl. Thefollow-
ing Saturday, October 9, gppren-
ticesfromthenorthern haf of the
state met at the North Marion
County Voc-Tech Schoal.

Thecompetitiongartedwitha
writtentest followed by ahands-
ondemondtration.

Working with both brick and
block apprentices were judged
primarily on quality, but had to
work withindricttimelimits

Outsourcing is a
new word for an
old story, shipping
good paying jobs
overseas to Ilow
wage countries.

But outsourcing hasbecome
ahot political issue, especialy
becausethe pace of job losshas
increased and because some
peopleareactualy voicing sup-
port for thepolicy.

In February Gregory
Mankiw, chairman of the
president’ sCouncil of Economic
Advisers stated, “I think
outsourcing isagrowing phe-
nomenon, but it' ssomething that
weshould redlizeisprobably a
plusfor theeconomy inthelong
run.”

Many disagree.

Since January 2001 West
Virginiahaslogt 7,000 manufac-
turing jobsdueto outsourcing.

“ Judgeslook a how plumband
level thework isaswell asnest-
ness and other quality factors,”
sadDdton.

Thejudgeswered| members
of theBricklayersDC.

“Wedsogot grest support from
supplierslike PeerlessBlock in
Saint Albans, and from the
Clarksburg Morgantown area
Brixment and Central Supply
Company,” sadLeroy Hunter, J.,
Director of theCouncil.

Apprenticescompetedinthree
divisonsbasedonthartimeinthe
traningprogram.

Thewinnersof themost senior

divisonwereRonnieStutler, Jr.
from Local 9 Charleston and
Frank Eberhart, from Locd 1
Werton.

Thewinnersof thenext senior
group were Matt Jmmie, from
Loca 15 Fairmont and Michael
Henry Loca 5Huntington.

Thewinnersof thebeginners
groupwereWill French, Loca 5

The data comes from job
losses certified by the Trade
Adjustment Assistance Program
(TAA). TAA provides addi-
tiona benefitstoworkerswhose
jobwasmoved overseasor was
lost dueto increased imports.

Theact only coversmanufac-
turing jobs so workersin other
industries, likecommunications
workers recently laid off by
AT&T, donot qualify.

Overdl West Virginiahaslost
morethan 10,100 manufactur-
ing jobs since President Bush
took officein January of 2001.

According to numbers pub-
lished by the WV Bureau of
Employment Programs total
West Virginiaemployment is
down 25,500 from August of
2001 to August of 2004.

Thestatehasseenjoblossin
anumber of categoriesin the
sametimeperiod.

Huntingtonand PhillipLee, Loca
15Farmont.

Each participant received a
plagqueandthesx divisonwinners
at both competitionswon afour

ELEVEN APPRENTICES parti

footleve.

“Trainingisthekey toour suc-
cessinthisindustry,” said John
Lacy, president of JHL Masonry
and Congructionin Scott Depot.

cipated in the first compe

tition held on Saturday,

October 2. Front row (from left) Will French, Ronnie Stutler, Jr., Michael Henry;
middle row Ken Jarrett, Matt Brewer, Paul Teel, Rusty Schafer, Jesse Stephens;
back row Andrew Meadow, Brian Phillips, Paulo Tanzy.

Outsourcing Costs WV

For example, informationjobs
declined by 1,900; natural re-
sources down 1,100; and con-
struction jobs dropped 1,400.

Thereare 5,400 moreunem-
ployed workers now than in
2001 and about 20,000 less
workers counted in the state
sncethen.

National numbers are also
bad. Therearearound onemil-
lionfewer jobstoday thanwhen
the Bush administration took of -
fice

No other administration has
overseen suchjoblossnumbers
sincethegreat depression.

“President Bush keepstelling
ustheeconomy isimproving but
it's getting worse,” said Gary
Tillis, BusinessManager of the
WV LaborersDistrict Council.

“Codgtsfor thingslikegasand
hedlth carearegoing up, but job
cregtionisgoing theother way.”

Company

Location

Certification Date

# of Affected

Elkins Hardwood Dimension

Elkins, WV

2001/05/03

Global, dba Applachian

Bclington, WV

2001/06/11

Brooke Glass Co., Inc.

Weston, WV

2001/11/09

Glassworks WV, LLC

Weston, WV

2001/11/09

Excalibur Tubing Corporation

Benwood, WV

2001/12/07

Weirton Steel Corporation

Weirton, WV

2002/04/23

Meadowbrook Company

Spelter, WV

2001/09/18

Krisport, Inc.

Wheeling, WV

2002/03/19

Schott Scientific Glass

Parkersburg, WV

2002/02/20

UCAR Carbon Co.

Clarksburg, WV

2000/11/14

Great Lakes Chemical

Nitro, WV

2002/12/14

World Kitchen, Inc.

Martinsburg, WV

2002/03/12

Logan Manufacturing

Chapmanville, WV

2002/07/24

Ames True Temper Plant #2

Parkersburg, WV

2002/08/05

Corbin, LTD

Huntington, WV

2002/12/31

Ames True Temper Plant #1

Parkersburg, WV

2002/10/07

G. S. of West Virginia

Ravenswood, WV

2002/12/06

FMC Corporation

So. Charleston, WV

2003/01/21

Goodrich Corporation

Spencer, WV

2003/01/29

Minnotte Machining Corp.

Fairmont, WV

2003/02/24

Pechiney Rolled Products

Ravenswood, WV

2003/01/23

EIMCO, LLC

Bluefield, WV

2002/02/03

Elkem Metals

Alloy, WV

2002/06/25

Johns Manville

Vienna, WV

2003/09/16

The Dean Company

Princeton, WV

2002/07/30

Coastal Lumber Company

Hazelton, WV

2003/09/23

The Safety Stitch, Inc.

Harrisville, WV

2003/10/31

Newell Porcelain
Sandvik Mining and Tunneling, Inc.

Newell, WV
Bluefield, WV

2003/11/08
2004/01/12

Meadow River Enterprises, Inc.

Lewisburg, WV

2004/01/26

Aurora Casket, aka Clarksburg Casket Co.

Hepzibah, WV

TAA Denied/
Appeal Denied
2003/11

Mid Atlantic, WV

Ellenboro, WV

2004/03

Flexsys

Nitro, WV

2004/03

Louis Berkman

Follansbee, WV

2004/06

M&G Polymers

Apple Grove, WV

2004/06

Royce Hosiery

Martinsburg, WV

2004/05

Fenton Art Glass

Williamstown, WV

2004/09

Union Carbide/Dow Chemical

So. Charleston, WV

2004/07

Maytlower Vehicle Systems
AT&T (1) (Lee Street)

So. Charleston, WV
Charleston, WV

Pending
Denied

AT&T (2) (Patrick Street)

Charleston, WV

Pending

ITW Insulation Systems

Nitro, WV

Pending

TOTALS
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Building Trades Members
Run for House and Senate

his years elec-
tion has a num-

ber of Dbuilding

trades union mem-
running for
legislative

bers
state
offices.

D ave
Mullins, a
member of
Operating
Engineers
Local 132 is
running for
thestate Senateinthefourthdis-
trict which includes his home
county of Jackson as well as
Putnam, Mason and parts of
Roane County.

Mullinsisgoingupagaing in-
cumbent Karen Facemyer who
isasofrom Jackson County.

“We've recently lost two
democratic senators from this
districtand | just feel working
families are not being heard,”
sadMullins

With a campaign theme of
‘People over Specid Interests
Mullinssaysheisworking hard
to get out, meet votersand talk
about issues he cares about.

“Creating jobs, making taxes
fair, restoring ethicsto govern-
ment and looking for new ways
wecanal work together arethe
basic mora sof my campaign,”
sadMullins

Mullinsworksastraining di-
rector for the Operating Engi-
neersJoint

Apprenticeship Committee.
Heisasoamember of theWV
Economic Deve opment Author-
ity.

“1’veworked cooperatively
withlabor and management, fo-
cused ontraining ahigh skilled
and productive work force,”

said Mullins. “I want to bring
thesepositiveabilitiestotheleg-
idatureto hedpmy digtrict.”

Orphy Klempa is business
representativefor the Mid-At-
lantic Regional Council of Car-
penters and a member of Car-
pentersLocal 3, Whedling.

Heisrunning for the House
of Delegatesinthethird digtrict.
Two people will be elected to
servethedidrict that coversmost
of Ohio County.

“Jobsand hedlth carearethe
twoissues| hear over and over
from voters,” said Klempa. “I
canmake apositivedifference
inpeopleslivesby focusing on
thesetwo issuesif elected.”

‘Bringing peopletogether’ is
the theme
Klempa uses
to communi-
catewithvot-
ers. Klempa
points to his
experience
working withavariety of groups
to accomplish much for Ohio
County.

Klempais Co-Chairman of
Project BEST, asuccessful la-
bor-management program, and
servesontheboard of directors
for numerousorganizationsand
civic groups such as the Ohio
Vdley Medicd Center, theOhio
County Devel opment Authority,
the Wheeling Area Chamber of
Commerce, and the United
Way.

Klempaenjoysthecampaign
trail and pledgestorunaactive
campaign. “1 hatetolose, and |
will continue to work hard to
make sure | am elected,” said
Klempa. “But my supporters
deservethecredit, they inspire
meand havebeenthekey tomy

successsofar.”

BothMullinsand Klempasay
thisisther first runfor andected
politica office.

Two membersof the Labor-
ersinternational Union havehad
alitttemoreexperiencewith cam-
pagns.

CharleneMarshall isrunning
for the House of Delegatesin
MonongaliaCounty, aposition
sheheld two yearsago.

But when shemadean unsuc-
cessful run for state Senate in
2002 she had to give up her
House seat.

Four peopleare selected for
the 44" district, long timelabor
friend BarbaraH eischauer isthe
only other endorsed candidatein
thedidtrict.

Diane Parker is trying her
second timeto wintheHouse of
Delegates seat for Taylor
County.

Twoyearsago shelostinthe
primary, but thistimehavingwon
inthe primary she hasan excel-
lent chance of winning an open
seat.

Parker works as assistant
BusinessManager for the WV
LaborersDistrict Council, tak-
ing care of non-construction
workerssuch aspublicemploy-
ees, hedth care, serviceand gen-
erd industry.

Marshall and Parker don’t
comefromthecongtructionside
of thelabor movement but they
have abetter understanding of
what working familiesneed than
most.

“Unionmembersneedtoteke
advantage of their rights to
elected office,” said Parker.
“We need people who under-
stand what our membersdo for
aliving.”

WV AFL-CIO
Endorsements

President
John Kerry

Governor
Joe Manchin

Justice of the Supreme
Court of Appeals
Warren McGraw

U.S. House of
Representatives

First District: Alan Mollohan
Second District: Eric Wells

Third District: Nick Joe
Rahall

Attorney General

Darrell McGraw

State Senate

1st:  Andy McKenzie (R)
2nd: JeffKessler

4th: David Mullins

5th: Bob Plymale

6th: John PatFanning
8th: MargaretWorkman
9th: Billy Wayne Bailey
10th:
11th:
14th:
15th:
16th:
17th:

Anita Skeens Caldwell
Shirley Love

Jon Blair Hunter

Clark Barnes (R)
Gregory Lance

Rusty Webb (R)

House of Delegates

1st: JoeDelLong
2nd: Jack Yost

3rd:
4th:

Orphy Klempa

Ken Tucker; Scott
Varner

5th: Dave Pethtal
9th: JeffLewis

10th:

13th:

16th:

Patrick Radcliff; John
Ellem (R)

Dale Martin; Brady
Paxton

Susan Hubbard; Dale
Stephens; Bobby
Nelson

: Richard Thompson; Don

Perdue

. GregButcher; Lidella

Wilson Hrutkay; Jeff
Eldridge

Harry Keith White
Richard Browning
Clifton Moore

Michael Magann

. Virginia Mahan; Sally

Susman; John Wooton

: Tommy Scarles

: Tom Louisos

: Bonnie Brown; Bobbie

Hatfield; Mark Hunt

. Carrie Webster

Jon Cain, Sr.; Curtis
Robinson

: Brent Boggs

: Sam Argento
. BillHamilton (R)
: Mary Poling

. RonFragale; Richard

44th:

46th:
53rd:
54th:
58th:

laquinta; Tim Miley
Diane Parker

Mike Caputo; Tim
Manchin; Linda
Longstreth

Barbara Fleischauer;
Charlene Marshall

Stan Shaver
Jerry Lynn Burton
Walter Duke (R)
Locke Wysong

Early Voting Starts Oct. 13

Take advantage of new rules that allow early voting.
TheelectionisNov. 2 but you can start voting as early as
Oct. 13. Just see your county clerk for details. Don’t be

caught out of town on election day.
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Trades Protest Out-of-State lllegal Companies

embers of the

North Central
WV Building Trades
Council protested
the use of out-of-
state, unlicensed
contractors at a
Morgantown job
site late last month.

Two contractorsfrom Texas
have been cited by theWV De-
partment of Labor for operating
without a WV contractors li-

cense.
Three Texascompanieswere
also cited for having 18 work-
erswithout proper identification.
The 280 unit, sudent housing

project is owned by Houston
Texas based EA Morgantown
LLC.

With 21 four story buildings
planned, the project could be
around $30 millionworth of con-
druction.

“Local contractorswere not
even allowed to bid,” said Ed

Boone, Business Manager for
Plumbersand PipefittersLocal
152.

Some also wonder if West
VirginiaUniversity isnot some-
how involved because of their
recently announced ten year -
$40 million housing plan.

WV U officialshavedenied
any involvement but acknow!-

edge that students may end up
living at thecomplex.

“Theseapartmentsaregoing
up because WV U is here and
our tax dollarsbuilt WVU,” said
Jason Hershman, Business
Agent for LaborersLocal 379.

“We' ve got the people and
contractorsright heretodothis
work.”

ACT Foundation

600 Leon Sullivan Way
Charleston, WV 25301
(304) 345-7570

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit # 1374
Charleston, WV 25301

Federal Credit Union

Union Trades has some exciting new CD rates...(subject to change each Thursday)

Term APY Term APY
6 month 2.02 12 month 2.22
18 month 3.04 24 month 3.35
36 month 3.56 IRA 4.02

You can to deposit and/or withdrawa two (2) times during the term of the
certificate without a pendty. Stop by one of our offices and get a certificate today.

600L eonSullivanWay, Suite101 593 Cedar Grove Road

B —

LETTING THE PUBLIC know about out-of-state, unlicenced companies and
unauthorized workers are (from left) Larry Young, ACT Foundation; 152 Ed Boone,
UA Local 152, Butch Rovder Bricklayers Local 15, Dan Donham Jr., J. Brett Wolfe,
Joe Trentini, and Dave McCrobie UA 152; Kristi Merritt and Joe Dalton, Bricklayers
15; and Jason Herschman, Laborers’ Local 379.

Tax Rate

CONTINUED FROM P. 1

Eighty-two of the 275 com-
panies paid no federal income
taxesin aleast one year from
2001 to 2003. Inthosetax-free
years, these 82 companies re-
ported atotal of $102 billionin
pretax U.S. profits.

In 2003 alone, 46 compa-
nies paid no federal income
taxes. These 46 companiesre-
ported U.S. pretax profits in
2003 of $42.6 hillion. Thelist
includes big-name companies
likeAT& T, CSX, Manpower,

Reebok, and Walt Disney.

The study pointsto changes
inthefederal tax code such as
‘accelerated depreciation’ and
‘stock options' as part of the
explanationfor thedeclineintax
payments.

Changing corporatedeprecia
tion rates were supposed to be
anincentivefor corporationsto
invest in the U.S. The study
points out new investmentsin
plant, property and equipment
fell rather than rose during the
timeperiod.

Writing off stock optionsis
another way companies avoid
tax payments. Microsoft alone

saved morethan $5 hbillionintax
payments while enriching top
executives.

The ACT Foundation helped
get the word out in West Vir-
giniaabout thestudy.

“That anaverage West Vir-
ginianfamily paid moreinfed-
eral income tax than 46 major
corporations - combined - is
outrageous,” said Steve White,
director of ACT.

“Whenlargecorporationsget
hugetax breaks, working fami-
liesand small businessesarel eft
topick uptheslack.”

Full text of thestudy isavail-
ableonthe ACT website.

Charleston, WV 25301
(304) 344-0194 fax 344-0195
email: utfcuchas@charter.net

Parkersburg, WV 26102
(304) 485-1421 fax 485-1487
email: utfcu@charter.net

WDTV 5
Clarksburg &
Morgantown

Sundays @ 11:00 am

WOAY 4
Oak Hill
Sundays @
11:00am

WCHS 8

Charleston,

Huntington, Parkersburg,
Beckley, Bluefield
Sundays @ 11:00am

WEST VIRGINIA WoRKS SHow TIMES

SUNDAYS AT 11 AM

CABLE CHANNEL 10
Wheeling, St.Clairsville &
Moundsville

daily @ 11:00am &
11:00pm

CABLE CHANNEL 9
Steubenville, Follansbee &
Wellsburg

daily @ 11:00am &
11:00pm




